


But Now
[bookmark: _Hlk51848552]Romans 3:21-23

Passage Background and Context Information
For two-and-a-half chapters of Romans, we have been looking at the sad story of the ruin of the race because of sin. Now we reach a new and glorious point in Paul’s letter. Instead of reviewing the grim story of sin and God’s wrath, Paul turns. 
The Question
How are we to escape God’s wrath?
Bible Verse
Romans 3:21-23 (CSB)
21But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been revealed, attested by the Law and the Prophets.
22The righteousness of God is through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe, since there is no distinction.
23For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
1. But now, God ________ us all ________ through ______ in _____!


The activity refers to the righteousness of God as the act by which God brings people into right relationship with Himself.


Deuteronomy 6:25 Righteousness will be ours if we are careful to follow every one of these commands before the Lord our God, as he has commanded us.’



Attested by the Law and Prophets

This promise periodically emerges in the scenes of the biblical story like a flashing light pointing people to an emergency exit. It is sometimes tacitly mentioned, elsewhere typified by example, and even explicitly prophesied in an array of verses, visions, victims, and victories in the biblical discourse. For instance:

· The famous protoevangelium promises a skull-crushing victory to Eve’s offspring over the serpent (Gen 3:15).
· God credits righteousness to the pagan man Abram, who answers his call (Gen 12–15).
· We hear that the scepter will never depart from Judah (Gen 49:10).
· An explicit link is made between blood and atonement (Lev 17:11).
· There is a prophecy of a future prophet-like-Moses (Deut 18:15).
· David’s line will rule over Israel (2 Sam 7:11–14).
· Some of the prophets promise a new covenant (Jer 31; Ezek 34; Hos 2).
· Isaiah writes about the ministry of the Suffering Servant (Isa 53).
· Images of a future Davidic shepherd king will lead postexilic Israel (Isa 11:1–5; Jer 23:5; Mic 5:1–2; Zech 9:9–13).

All these images from the Law and the Prophets are billboards pointing ahead to God’s salvation in the death and resurrection of Jesus the Messiah.

Bird, M. F. (2016). Romans. (S. McKnight, Ed.) (p. 112). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.



Pray
Dear Jesus, I am a sinner. I am guilty. But You love me. You came down for me. You lived a perfect life, and You shed Your own blood and died to forgive me of all my sins. God raised You from the dead to forgive me. Please forgive me. Remember my sins no more. Fill me with the Holy Spirit to change my heart and life. And grant me eternal life for Your name’s sake. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
• • •
If you prayed that prayer, the next step in your walk with the Lord displays that private confession and commitment publicly. And the way Jesus has commanded us to do that is through baptism. In baptism, when you go under the water, you’re saying, “I believe Jesus died for my sins.” And when you come up out of the water, you’re saying, “I believe Jesus rose again, has forgiven me, and I’m going to live a new life with him.” If you’ve never been baptized, I want to encourage you to do one of three things.
Check off “baptism” on the back of the tear-off panel and drop it in the offering box on your way out.
Text BELIEVE to 706-525-5351, our text in church number.
Or visit our website, www.mtcarmeldemorest.com/baptism, and go to the baptism tab and fill out that form. Allow me to speak to you about your next right step. You’re not signing up; we’re just talking.
• • •
If I had all things that that a person could desire on earth, what good would it do me without Christ’s righteousness?
What would riches do for me, if they came with the wrath of God? What comfort would honor bring me, if I remained a son of perdition or a child of wrath?
What sweetness would there be in pleasure, if I were on the path to everlasting torments?
What miserable comforts and enjoyments are these, without Christ’s righteousness!
Lord, however you deal with me in outward things, whatever you take from me, whatever you deny me—do not deny me Christ! Do not deny me a share in his righteousness! Amen.
— David Clarkson in “Piercing Heaven: Prayers of the Puritans”
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