Mr. Facing-Both-Ways
James 1:5-8

Context
James addresses Christians’ need for wisdom. Commentators debate on the exact connection between verses 2-4 and verse 5. James sometimes links his topics by repeating a word: here, he joins verses 4 and 5 with the verb lack. A more substantive link may also exist. Some suggest that wisdom is needed so Christians can take God’s perspective on trials as faith-refining instruments. So, endurance or stamina for trials is secured by wisdom. Either way, with wisdom, Christians can understand how their trials merged into God’s plan for their lives. But how do Christians get this wisdom?
Bible Verse
James 1:5–8 CSB
Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God—who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly—and it will be given to him. 

But let him ask in faith without doubting. For the doubter is like the surging sea, driven and tossed by the wind. 

That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord, 

being double-minded and unstable in all his ways.



· “Wisdom” is the capacity to apply __________ truth to _________ decisions.


Big Idea
1.	The prerequisite for wisdom is __________ in __________ to the __________ __________. (5–8)


a. The __________ of wisdom is the __________ __________.


b.	The __________ of God’s Giving


c.	The __________ of God’s Giving


· James mentions two elements that are essential before receiving wisdom.


i. ____________


· Faith is being sure enough of __________ and His __________ to __________ and __________ on it.


ii.	_____________ 



· In James, asking for wisdom in faith means committing oneself to obey what God reveals (Jas 2:14–26).



Pray
“Dear Jesus, I confess I am a sinner and deserve judgment and hell, but I believe You love, came to this earth for me, lived a sinless life, and died on the cross for my sins. I believe God raised you from the dead to forgive me. Please forgive me, come into my life, and grant me eternal life in You name. Help me to glorify you in all I do. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
• • •
Text BELIEVE to 706-525-5351.
www.mtcarmeldemorest.com/baptism
• • •
A Prayer for Wisdom
Father of Light, You delight in Your children and are generous to give wisdom to whoever asks. Please fill me with Your wisdom. Help me to discern what is best and how to deal with hurts and wrongs. Help me to make good choices and to grow in wisdom every day. You promise in Your Word that if we feel we lack wisdom, we have only to ask. So I am asking for wisdom today, Lord. I need Your wisdom for …
Page .  Exported from Logos Bible Software, 5:37 PM January 14, 2021.
